
 

 

Village of Dansville Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2026 

 
I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Elliott at 6:58 PM on May 28, 2026, at the Dansville Village 
Hall, 1362 Mason Street, Dansville, Michigan. 
 
II. Roll Call 

 Present: Elliott, Halsted, Korpi, P. Rutan 
 Absent: (none) 

 
III. Approval of Agenda 
Motion by P. Rutan, seconded by Korpi, to approve the agenda with changes (add approval of minutes; 
add to new business: new member and meeting schedule.)  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Halsted, seconded by Elliott, to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2026, meeting.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
V. Public Comments: (none) 
 
VI. Communications 

● Halsted: Cleanup from the fire on the corner of M-36 and Jackson Street should occur soon. 
● Korpi: The Village Council is working on ordinances, including the blight ordinance. 
● Halsted: The property where Pierce Automotive was formerly located has been purchased and 

will become a new business. 
● Elliott: Expressed gratitude for support and will do her best to lead the Planning Commission.  

She encourages diverse ideas and collaborative discussions as we proceed with our work. 
 
VII. New Business  

A. Division of Planning, Zoning and Processes: Elliott provided a handout (Appendix 1) 
describing the roles in planning and zoning (legislative, administrative, and quasi-judicial).  The 
Village Council serves in the legislative role, and the Planning Commission will serve in the 
administrative role, including the zoning administrator function.  Commissioners were in favor of 
appointing citizens who live, operate a business, or own property within the village to serve on a 
Zoning Board of Appeals.   
 ACTION: Commissioners will explore examples of how these boards function in other small 

communities, including how they are structured and appointed. 
B. Administration of Ordinances:  
 ACTION: Commissioners will learn the existing village ordinances and procedures for 

creating, changing, and enforcing them. 
C. New member: Motion by Elliott, seconded by Korpi, to recommend Cheryl Rutan for appointment 

as a voting member of the Commission.  Motion unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 Yeas: Elliott, Halsted, Korpi, P. Rutan 
 Nays: (none) 

 



 

 

 
D. Meeting schedule: It was decided that the Commission will begin meeting on the 4th Wednesday 

of each month at 6:30 PM, starting in June 2026.  The following meeting dates were confirmed: 
6/24/26; 7/22/26; no meeting in August; 9/23/26; 10/28/26. Meetings beyond October will be 
determined during the September or October meeting.  The Commission is required to meet at 
least once per quarter. 
 ACTION: The new meeting dates will be posted by Korpi. 
 ACTION: The meeting schedule will be added to the Sept. or Oct. 2026 meeting agenda. 
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. Bylaws: Motion by Halsted, seconded by Elliott, to approve the following changes to the 

bylaws to align with the Village Ordinance regarding the Planning Commission: changed 
Section 2 to state that the commissioner from the Village Council will be appointed by the 
Village president; added Section 3 regarding training requirements; added a clarification that 
DDA members who are not appointed, voting members of the Planning Commission can be at 
the table and actively participate in discussions during meetings of the Commission; changed 
Section 11 to state that bylaws amendments require a vote of 4/5 of voting members.  Motion 
unanimously passed by roll call vote. 
 Yeas: Elliott, Halsted, Korpi, P. Rutan 
 Nays: (none) 

 
 ACTION: Halsted will finalize and distribute the amended bylaws. 

 
E. Quotes for Master Plan Development:  
 ACTION: Halsted is gathering quotes from consultants who assist with master plan 

development. 
 

IX. Board Member Comments/Concerns: included the need to create a shared file/record-keeping 
system and policies and procedures, as well as retaining an attorney for advice as needed. 
 ACTION: These items will be added to future agenda(s) for discussion. 

 
X. Adjournment 
Motion by Korpi, seconded by Halsted, to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:16 PM.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Pennie Rutan 
Planning Commission Secretary 


