
 

 

Village of Dansville Downtown Development Authority Meeting Minutes 
April 9, 2026 

 
I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by President Halsted at 7:00 PM on April 9, 2026, at the Dansville 
Village Hall, 1362 Mason Street, Dansville, Michigan. 
 
II. Roll Call 

• Present: Bushard, Crippen (left during New Business), Eifert (arrived during New Business), 
Elliott, Halsted, Hart (left during New Business), Hershiser, Parker, C. Rutan, P. Rutan, 
Sweedyk, Ashton  

• Absent: Kodish  
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Elliott, seconded by Hart to approve the agenda with changes (added to Communications a 
planning commission report; added to New Business DPW equipment and flag renewal).  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Hart, seconded by Elliott, to approve the February 12, 2026, meeting minutes.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

V. Approval of Payables 
Motion by Elliott, seconded by C. Rutan, to approve the January and February payables.  Motion 
passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

• Yeas: Bushard Crippen, Elliott, Halsted, Hart, Hershiser, Parker, C. Rutan, P. Rutan, Sweedyk 
• Nays: (none) 

 
VI. Reporting 

● Clerk’s Report: (none, position vacant) 
● Treasurer’s Report: Given by Treasurer Ashton.  

 
VII. Public Comment 

• The planning commission should focus on infrastructure for the citizens who live in the village. 
• The village has experienced recent structure fires, and there are concerns about the fire 

department having sufficient access to water and personnel. 
• Sewer systems in the village are failing and need urgent attention. 

 
VIII. Communications 

● DDA President (Halsted): made a statement regarding DDA’s accomplishments. 
● Village Meeting (Bushard):  Monthly Meeting Minutes - VILLAGE OF DANSVILLE.    
● Township: Meeting Minutes – Ingham Township.  Next meeting is 4/15/26. 
● School Board: Meeting Minutes - Board of Education - Dansville Schools.  Next meeting is 4/27/26.  
● Event Committee (P. Rutan): Egg My Yard raised $385.  FFA is hosting a pancake breakfast 

on April 11.  Planning is underway for Memorial Weekend and June fireworks.   
● Planning Commission (D. Elliott): Described some of the training and large tasks that need 

to be done. 
 

http://www.villageofdansvillemi.org/monthly-meeting-minutes.html
https://inghamtownship.com/meeting-minutes/
https://www.dansville.org/board-of-education/meeting-minutes/


 

 

IX. New Business 
• Southwest Corner Lot at M-36 and Jackson Street – Discussed future possibilities.   
• Fire Damage to Village Hall – The village hall sustained minor damages during the structure 

fire next door.  Ashton will keep us informed about repairs. 
• Bylaws Review – Tabled. 
• Event Funding – P. Rutan shared a budget plan of $11,500 for Memorial Weekend and 

fireworks.  No objections, as this is within the $15,000 budgeted for events for the fiscal year. 
• Banners for Lamp Posts – C. Rutan presented banner options for lamp posts in town.  

Motion by P. Rutan, seconded by Hershiser, to authorize up to $2,000 for the purchase of 11 
new banners.  Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

o Yeas: Bushard, Crippen, Eifert, Elliott, Halsted, Hershiser, Parker, C. Rutan, P. Rutan, 
Sweedyk 

o Nays: (none) 
• Streetsweeper – Tabled.  C. Rutan presented a quote from a street-sweeping company, but 

Bushard will first call the county about getting the streets swept and drains cleaned.   
• Flowerpots – Tabled. 
• Flowers – Motion by P. Rutan, seconded by Elliott, to authorize up to $800 for flowers for 

downtown pots.  Motion passed by roll call vote. 
o Yeas: Eifert, Elliott, Hershiser, C. Rutan, P. Rutan, Sweedyk 
o Nays: Bushard, Halsted, Parker. 

• DPW Equipment – A quote for $16,067.85 for a 2026 Gator utility vehicle was presented.  
Motion by Halsted, seconded by Parker, to authorize up to half of the quoted price to be paid in 
coordination with the Village Council paying the other half.  Motion passed by roll call vote: 

o Yeas: Bushard, Elliott, Halsted, Hershiser, Parker, P. Rutan, Sweedyk 
o Nays: Eifert, C. Rutan 

• American Legion Flag Subscription – Motion by P. Rutan, seconded by Halsted, to renew 
the flag subscription with the American Legion.  Motion passed unanimously by roll call vote: 

o Yeas: Bushard, Eifert, Elliott, Halsted, Hershiser, Parker, C. Rutan, P. Rutan, Sweedyk 
o Nays: (none) 

   
X. Old Business 

● Electrical Assessment – Electrical work is completed in the village hall, awaiting final 
inspection. 

● Steel Lintel Replacement/Repair for FY27 – A suggestion was made to consider building a 
support for the lintel, rather than replacing it.  Halsted will call H&H Welding to see if possible. 

● Parking Lot Repairs for FY27 – Tabled. Two quotes have been received and awaiting a third.  
Need to verify who owns the lot around the post office and the plan for where the store was. 

● Hall A/C Unit for FY27 – Tabled.  
● Water Tower – Tabled.  
● FY27 Budget – Motion by Halsted, seconded by Parker, to approve the FY2027 DDA budget 

that was approved by the Village Council and to reallocate $8,200 from Downtown 
Beautification to Repair & Maintenance-Equipment for the Gator purchase.  Motion passed 
unanimously by roll call vote. 

o Yeas: Bushard, Eifert, Elliott, Halsted, Hershiser, Parker, C. Rutan, P. Rutan Sweedyk 
o Nays: (none)   

 
XI. Extended Public Comment   

• none 
 



 

 

XII. Board Member Comments/Concerns 
• Halsted’s comments regarding DDA were appreciated. 
• Clock in town is being repaired. 
• Ashton and Rockwell are working with DCAA on improvements in the village park. 
• Ashton will be out of the office during the last week of April for training.   
• Reminder: August 4 is election day when the park millage will be on the ballot. 
• Lift station repair/replacement must be a priority. 
• Fire code is needed / can DNR advise on water for the fire department? 

 
XIII. Adjournment 
Motion by Bushard, seconded by C. Rutan to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting was 
adjourned at 9:17 PM.   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Pennie Rutan 
DDA Member 
 


